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“We can’t solve problems by 
using the same kind of thinking 

we used when we created them.” 
– Albert Einstien



As socially aware creatures, we know admi�ing to having biases can be considered unproductive or 
even unkind. �at said, when asked if we have a bias, we may say we do not, especially if our preference 
conflicts with acceptable social norms.

Most of the participants in our  Implicit Bias study were White American women who work within the 
Animal Welfare industry. �e majority stated that they prefer Poor People over Rich People and Black 
People over White People. Nevertheless, the opposite is proven out in unconscious testing. In other 
words, when participants did not have time to think about what answer was the most acceptable, they 
answered unfiltered.

Bias is not an absolute predictor of behavior, but it's clear the Animal Welfare field's biases are related 
to its demographics found on the following pages.



Animal Welfare 
by race
White 84.1%
Black 1.9%
Asian 2.0%
Another race or multiracial 9.0%
No response 3.0%
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Poor 
People

Rich 
People

Animal Welfare 
by gender
Woman/Transwoman 84.4%
Man/Transman 9.3%
Other gender or no response 5.3%

84%
Women

Animal Welfare 
by ethnicity 
Non-Hispanic 86.4%
Hispanic 6.1%
Don’t Know 4.4%
No response 3.1%
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Explicit TEST RESULTS
Descriptive Statistics: Attitudes toward Social Groups (1 = Very Negative, 7 = Very Positive )

Implicit Association TEST RESULTS

/ HARVARD PROJECT Implicit RESULTS

Implicit Biases…
1. Are associations, attitudes, or stereotypes that operate relatively automatically.
2. Arise from shared cultural knowledge, personal experience, and explicit biases.
3. Can be observed by looking at how people behave or measured with tools such as the Implicit Association Test (IAT).

Explicit Biases…
1. Are associations, attitudes, or stereotypes that we know about and claim as our own.
2. Arise from shared cultural knowledge, personal experience, and explicit biases.
3. Can be measured with self-report.

Animal welfare demographics
In the aggregate, participants 
showed an implicit preference 
for White people over Black 
people, Non-Hispanic people 
over Hispanic people, and rich 
people over poor people. 

�ese results stood in contrast 
to Self-reported preferences 
for Black people over White 
people, Hispanic people over 
Non-Hispanic people, and poor 
people over rich people.

Research sponsored in party by:

“Minorities in general and Afro-Americans in 
particular are still virtually invisible in all aspects of 
organized animal protection.”
~ Society and Animals 13(2):153-162

inclusion = LIFESAVING  

See more study detail >
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“We don’t see things as they are.
We see things as we are.”

– Anais Nin
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