Bothell Police Department

Animal Control 
18410 101st Ave Ne Bothell, WA 98011
425-487-5145
HUMANE CAT TRAPPING INSTRUCTIONS

1.  Prior to setting a trap on your property:

Remove any food sources available to the target cats.  Notify your neighbors that you will be trapping nuisance stray cats, so they can be sure to remove any food sources and keep their cats properly confined.
2. Baiting and setting the trap:


Humane trapping should only be done when temperatures are between 40-80 degrees Fahrenheit.  Also, do not attempt trapping if female cats are birthing or nursing their kittens that are less than six weeks of age.

Place the trap in a secure, stress-free area where the cats frequent.  Put the trap on a level surface, with proper shelter from the elements (sun, wind, rain, snow).  A towel may be placed under the trap, and branches placed on top and on the sides of the trap will add shelter and help to camouflage it. Please place a blanket or towel on top of the trap to prevent the cat from thrashing around once caught. DO NOT block the trap entrance. 


Canned tuna or sardines in oil or canned fish-type cat food works best; put the bait in the far end of the trap, so the cat has to go completely inside to reach it.  A small amount of bait dribbled at the entrance encourages cats to enter the trap.  


Hook the door open with the hooking mechanism, and rattle the trap a bit to make sure it is not set too lightly (cats will sometimes climb on top of  the trap before going inside, and the door should go down ONLY when the trip plate is actually stepped on inside the trap.) 

3.  Monitoring the trap:


As a condition of using this trap, you MUST check the trap 

AT LEAST once every FOUR (4) hours, to see if a cat has been trapped.

Do NOT leave the trap set overnight, as nocturnal wildlife may go into the trap- this trap is for capturing domestic cats only, and any trapped wildlife must be released immediately where it was caught (contact the Wildlife Dept. for more info about wildlife 425-775-1311).      
4.  What to do with a trapped cat:


When you have a cat in the trap, it is YOUR responsibility to make certain that the animal is treated as humanely as possible until it is returned to its owner, or if it is wild (“feral”), turned over to the Everett Animal Shelter at 3333 Smith Island Road, Everett WA (425) 257-6000. Be sure to check their hours before driving up with the trapped cat.

Approach and handle the trap with CAUTION! Trapped cats can be very aggressive, and may try to bite and scratch through the wire mesh.  It is best to place a towel or blanket over the trap to calm the cat, and be careful not to stick your fingers into the trap when you are transporting it.  Do NOT remove the cat from the trap yourself, unless returning it to its owner.
5.  What to do if the trap isn’t working:


First, make sure the trap is working properly by setting it, and then poke a pen through the wire mesh and trigger the trip plate, to see if the door goes down correctly.


If the trap is working properly, you should then scrub the trap with a disinfectant solution and soap, let it soak for at least 30 minutes, and then rinse thoroughly.  Move the trap to a different location, and reset it using different bait.


Make sure there are no dogs or other animals in the area, that may be scaring the cats away from the trap.


Make sure the cats aren’t being fed elsewhere- if they aren’t hungry, they won’t go into a trap.


If the trap is malfunctioning and/or you are still unsuccessful in catching a cat, call the animal control officer 425-487-5145 for assistance.        

6. When you are finished with the trap:


Scrub the trap with a disinfectant solution and soap, let it soak for at least 30 minutes, and then rinse thoroughly.


Return the clean, disinfected trap to Bothell PD.
