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FROM THE PAGE…
FeLV has historically been considered a devastating infectious disease, but little is known about the long-term outcome for cats

living with FeLV. Exploring the consequences of this retrovirus infection could help improve management.

�is retrospective study focused on the outcomes of cats with suspected FeLV infection referred to a specialized FeLV adoption

program. A total of 801 cats with an initial positive FeLV test result were referred to the program. FeLV infection could not be

con�rmed in 18.6% of cats when they were rescreened during admission. Most (78.8%) of the FeLV-positive cats were adopted;

however, 16.7% died or were euthanized. �e most common cause of death was presumed to be FIP (61.5%), but this was not
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con�rmed via antemortem testing or necropsy. Although the most common comorbidity of FeLV-positive cats was upper respiratory

infection, the infection rate was not signi�cantly di�erent as compared with the rate in FeLV-negative cats.

…TO YOUR PATIENTS
Key pearls to put into practice:

A single positive FeLV test result is not adequate for diagnosis. FeLV infection could not be subsequently con�rmed on a

retest in almost 19% of cats after 2 positive point-of-care ELISA tests were performed separately on whole blood and serum

samples. Retesting 16 weeks after an initial test should be considered because the status can transition with abortive or

regressive infection. Con�rmatory modalities (eg, immuno�uorescent antibody or PCR testing) can be used if available.

Clinicians should prepare for and proactively manage infections in FeLV-infected cats. �ese immunocompromised cats

are susceptible to infection (especially upper respiratory infection) but have the potential to recover and become

immunocompetent. E�orts should be made to prevent secondary infection by minimizing contact with unknown cats,

performing twice-yearly examinations, and maintaining an up-to-date vaccination status.

FeLV-positive cats do not necessarily need to be euthanized, as 57.8% of con�rmed FeLV-positive cats in the study were

healthy on admission, and most (83.3%) were still alive at the end of the study. �ese cats can be adopted with proper pet

owner education and counseling.

�is study demonstrated there is a high demand for lifesaving options for FeLV-positive cats. �rough its FeLV adoption

program, the shelter in this study dedicated a signi�cant amount of time, education, and resources to cats with this disease.

Proper community leadership—guided by research—along with sound clinical decision making are essential to the

success of these adoption programs. Outcomes may have been di�erent in a setting in which overpopulation and lack of

resources are signi�cant concerns, as priorities are often limited to healthy, adoptable cats. Shelters and feline caretakers should be

aware that organizations devoted to FeLV-positive cats exist and could be helpful resources for managing these cases.
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For global readers, a calculator to convert laboratory values, dosages, and other measurements to SI units can be found here.
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